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1. An Alignment is Static - Wear is Dynamic
The alignment rack measures 
your car sitting perfectly still. But 
a worn ball joint, tie rod end, or 
control arm bushing has play in 
it, and the moment you hit the 
road, every time you brake, turn 
a corner, or hit a bump, it shifts 
those components within that 
slack. Your camber, caster, and 
toe are changing constantly as 
you drive, no matter what the 
printout said.

2. You Can’t Hold a Spec with 
 Loose Reference Points

Alignment angles only mean 
something when the pivot points 
they're measured from stay put. 
With a torn bushing or a loose 
joint, the technician is aligning a 
moving target. The machine may 
read "in the green," but that 
reading reflects wherever the 
worn part happened to be resting 
at that exact moment, not where 
it will be a mile down the road.

3. The Wear Keeps Progressing
Even a perfect measurement today 
won’t hold. Play in a worn component 
grows over time, pulling the alignment 
out of spec again, often within weeks. 
It’s the classic comeback scenario: the 
customer pays for an alignment, and 
two months later the car is pulling and 
eating tires all over again.

4. Some Wear Physically Prevents Adjustment
Seized adjuster sleeves, collapsed 
bushings, sagging springs, or a bent 
control arm can push the geometry 
outside the adjustment range entirely. 
At that point, no technician can dial it 
back to spec. The correction needed 
simply exceeds what the adjusters 
can deliver.

5. Symptoms Aren’t Caused by Angles Alone 
Clunks, wander, vibration, and cupped 
or feathered tire wear come from the 
loose parts themselves. Perfect numbers 
on the screen won’t silence them, 
because the play, not the alignment 
setting, is producing the symptom. And 
often the safety risk that goes with it.

The Bottom Line
This is why reputable shops inspect the steering and suspension before the car ever goes 
on the alignment rack, and why they’ll decline the job if they find worn parts. Aligning first 
and repairing later just wastes your money: replacing components changes the geometry, 
so the alignment would have to be done all over again.
Fix the hardware first. Then the alignment will actually stick, and so will your tire life, your 
steering feel, and your peace of mind.
Don’t let worn parts compromise your ride quality and safety.
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M5 Reasons an Alignment Can’t Compensate 

for Worn Chassis and Suspension Parts
An alignment sets angles. It doesn’t fix hardware. If the parts underneath are worn, 
even a flawless alignment can’t deliver what you’re paying for. Here’s why.


